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If you’ve been a member of St. Paul’s longer than a year, you’ve prob-

ably been a little deflated by the number of people in worship recently. I 

get that. When we long to see the pews filled and hear the booming voices 

of our fellow Christians in song, it can be difficult to be excited about what 

we see from week to week. 

But, as God tends to do, he has reminded me that 

most of the blessings he has brought to St. Paul’s 

are unseen by many. I just want to share some of 

those unseen blessings with you again. We esti-

mate that somewhere around 100 people from as 

many as 10 different states (!!) tune in weekly to 

watch our worship services through Facebook and 

our website—and that doesn’t even account for 

those who watch via public access television. I’m 

not sure how many people the daily prayer reach-

es, but I know I have a list of over 300 email addresses that receive it daily. 

Plus, many more see those encouragements on Facebook and Instagram.  

Could I ask for your help in sharing these blessings? Would you share 

our worship services and prayers—through social media or email? Of 

course, personal invites to worship are still encouraged, too. Perhaps 

there are more blessings in store for others you know who don’t have a 

church or are just looking for extra encouragement these days. 

But not everything is unseen. God has brought numerous blessings 

before our eyes. Just recently, a young couple came into our church for the 

first time, asking to become members and have their child baptized. Bible 

Information Classes continue to educate individuals and families about 

what we teach and believe so that their faith may be strengthened and, 

perhaps, they would become members of St. Paul’s. Our school continues 

to do its excellent work of training children in the way of the Lord. 

Christians, remember that you are blessed, just as St. Paul’s is blessed 

as a congregation in a variety of ways. Don’t let your eyes deceive you; 

God often works in mysterious ways that we don’t see or realize! † 

BLESSINGS SEEN AND UNSEEN! 
 By Pastor Proeber 
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I don’t have to tell you that there 

has been a lot of uncertainty this 

year. Words like “frustrated” and 

“disappointed” describe how many 

of us feel. And yet, there are a num-

ber of things that have remained 

solid, namely God’s promises. In 

the midst of uncertainty, you can be 
certain that St. Paul’s will continue 

to use the Word of God to guide our 

steps, since it is the only thing that 

can rightly be a lamp for our feet 

and a light for our path 

(Psalm 119:105). In 

worship, whether in 

person or online, you 

can be certain that you 

will hear about the sin 

that plagues our hearts 

and this world, but that 

God, in grace and 

mercy, sent Jesus to 
save the world from 

sin. You can be certain that God’s 

promises of protection, provision, 

encouragement, hope, peace, joy, 

strength, and forgiveness will flow 

through our ministries. And God 

will bless our efforts to encourage 

and equip you with God’s Word in 

this time of change. Of that much we 

can be certain.  

WHAT TO EXPECT IN NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER 
by Pastor Lucas Proeber 

Beyond that, we can’t guarantee 

much. 2020 has shown us how much 

we are not in control. Still, we con-

tinue to plan for the future, so that 

we might be prepared for a variety 

of circumstances. Part of that plan-

ning process includes taking in in-

formation from health officials with 
regard to the pandemic (including a 

recent press release from the 

Health Departments of Wood, Por-

tage, and Marathon Counties) and 

seeing how we can still 

safely praise God and 

serve our neighbor. To 

that end, the Leadership 

Council brings you the 

following updates about 

what to expect in the 

ministries of St. Paul’s 

moving into the latter 

months of 2020: 

 PUBLIC WORSHIP – 
We will make every effort to con-

tinue worshiping as safely as we 

can in whatever capacity we can. 

Please continue to follow the pro-

tocols we have in place. Thank 

you for all your cooperation so 

far! 

 

COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING  

DINNER AT ST. PAUL’S 
Our congregation is serving as the host site for the annual Community 

Thanksgiving Dinner with Michelle Gear and Nicole Sukow coordinat-

ing this event. Each year, many community members and local busi-

nesses donate time, money, or goods to this dinner for the lonely and 

needy. This year’s meal is to-go and delivery only, reducing the num-

ber of volunteers needed.  However, we do expect to serve 400-500 

people on Thanksgiving Day, so please consider helping.  To volunteer, 
please contact Nicole at 715-572-4629. Maybe this will become a new 

Thanksgiving tradition! † 

 THANKSGIVING/MIDWEEK      

ADVENT WORSHIP – There will be 
two services on the day before 
Thanksgiving (11/25) to allow 

families to spend more time to-

gether on Thanksgiving Day. 

Those services will follow the 

same schedule of our midweek 

Advent services, 4:00 and 6:30. As 

things stand right now (assuming 

there is not a new mask mandate 

issued between now and then), 

the 4:00 services will be mask-

mandatory; the 6:30 services will 

not require masks. Please keep in 

mind that this plan could change. 

Also, the Monday at-risk service 
will continue through Advent. 

 ADVENT MEALS – Due to a num-
ber of factors, we will not have 

Advent meals this year. 

These decisions are not easy to 

make, but we pray that they will 

help us stay close to God and con-

nected to each other through the 

opportunities of worship, Bible 

study, and acts of service. For in 

these things, we’re reminded of the 

certainty we have in Christ, that 

nothing can separate us from his 

love (Romans 8:38-39), that he is 

with us always (Matthew 28:20), and 

that we are the lights that shine 

Christ into the lives of others 

(Matthew 5:16). † 

Thanksgiving  
 Worship 
 Wednesday,  
  Nov. 25  
 4:00 & 6:30PM 

RESERVE A  

THANKSGIVING DINNER 

by calling 715-600-3560  

between Nov. 9-17 

(9AM-4PM) 
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GETTING READY FOR THE SALE  
  by Jan Peronto 

CHRISTMAS HAS ARRIVED AT DIME AND DOLLAR! 
It’s time for a visit to Dime and Dollar in Stevens Point (at 3268 Church Street) to check out 

everything you need for the holidays from decorating to baking to clothing.  Visit us early for 

the best selection any day except Sunday from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  You will find unique or-

naments for just a few cents and other holiday decorations at bargain prices.  Listen to Christ-

mas music while you shop or purchase a CD to listen to on the way home.  Whittle away at that 

Christmas list by checking out beautiful artwork or quality clothing for those you love.  Since 

the store is operated solely by volunteers, all proceeds go directly to Northland High School! 

We have been blessed with a large amount of donations since we reopened our doors in June, so we have had to 

limit donations to catch up on processing what has been received.  If you have items to donate, we are in need of 

furniture (no mattresses, please), books, small appliances, tools, bedsheets, towels, etc.  Our greatest need right 

now is volunteers.  Many jobs don’t require contact with customers, but we are especially in need of cashiers.  We 

need helpers to sort, clean, and price items, vacuum and clean the store after hours, volunteers to take recycling 

away or take items to Goodwill, people who might be good at merchandising and arranging displays, help with 

making signs to identify products, or small maintenance needs such as painting.  You may inquire at the store about 

your desire to help once a week or once a month or call Jan Peronto at (715) 340-2809 or email her at 

JKP111310@gmail.com.  Enjoy the Christian environment and serve the Lord with gladness!  † 

The smell of cinnamon is in the air as 

those famous apple pies are ready for 

sale!  The Willing Workers and other 

volunteers have been busy for over a 

month working to bring you one of the 

tastiest treats of the season.  You may 

pre-order a pie by calling the church 

office or sending a note indicating the 
number of pies you would like and 

whether you desire crumb crust or dou-

ble crust.   

On November 7th, we will open the gym doors to a world 

of baked goods and handcrafted items.  A small number 

of freshly baked pumpkin pies will be available in addi-

tion to the apple pies.  Homemade jams and pickles will 

fill your pantry for the winter months to come.  Cookies, 

muffins, breads, bars and more will also tempt your 
taste buds as you browse through the spacious shopping 

area to allow for social distancing.  Christmas orna-

ments, watercolor cards and bookmarks, quilted items, 

wood signs, and more will also allow you an opportunity 

to get started on that Christmas shopping list.   

We ask you to wear your mask and space yourself from 

others.  Please remember to bring a friend or tell others 

of the times of this worthy event.  Our proceeds will go 

toward necessary technology upgrades at our church 

and school or a similar project.  Last year the funds were 
used to replace our telephone system throughout the 

building and to purchase an HDMI extender for a third 

screen (TV) on the balcony. This 

TV allows the pastors to see what 

the congregation does. 

FOOD & CRAFT DONATIONS 

NEEDED! 

Please help us make this year’s 

bake and craft sale the best yet by 

donating some of your own baked 

goods.  It seems the baked treats 

with nuts were a hit last year and 

sold out quickly, so if you do bake with nuts, please 

remember to double wrap and plainly identify the 

product containing nuts to help us keep those items 

separate for those among us who suffer from nut aller-

gies.  Gluten free and low sugar items are also need-

ed and becoming more necessary for many patrons.  

The variety of specialty items sets us apart from other 
bake sales.  If you have a craft you could share with us 

by donating some of your work to sell, that always 

helps increase sales.  Do you work with wood?  Do 

you paint?  Maybe you like to sew and have some fin-

ished projects to share.  Please bring your baked 

goods and craft items to the cafeteria in the afternoon 

on Friday, November 6th. 

Donations of potatoes, carrots, celery, and onions to 

be used to make potato chowder are accepted only 
from October 25th through November 4th.   Bring these 

items to the kitchen and clearly mark that they are to 

be used for the bake sale.  † 

Shop 

Donate  

Volunteer 
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COVID-19 UPDATE 

So far the school has not had to make use of distance 

learning due to any covid outbreaks.  We’ve had stu-

dents and staff with covid-like symptoms, but so far all 

covid tests have come back negative.  This has not 

been the case with many of the schools in Wood Coun-

ty.  We pray that our students, staff, and congregation 

remain safe and healthy.  † 

SCHOOL UPDATES  
By Principal John Melso 

SHOW YOUR SCHOOL SPIRIT 

Spirit wear T-shirts and sweatshirts with the school 

logo on the front and the school year theme logo on 

the back are available for purchase.  Order forms are 

available at church.  School and church families are 

welcome to order.  A variety of colors are available.  

Orders are being taken until November 10 .  † 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS SERVICE  

WILL BE PRE-RECORDED 

Due to Covid-19, this year’s Children’s Christmas Ser-

vice will not be a live service.  The service will be pre-

recorded.  Originally the service was scheduled for 

December 19.  Our plan is to make the recording 

available to the public on December 24.  † 

SCHOOL SINGING “IN CHURCH SERVICE” 

Students at St. Paul’s will continue to sing in church 

services during the Covid-19 distancing/masking man-

date.  Songs will be pre-recorded and replayed during 

the services rather than having the students singing 

live.  The first recording will be played on October 25 

by the 3rd through 8th graders. † 

In-person classes continue with some being held outside 

An early fall field trip to learn about agriculture “Rejoice in the Lord Always” is our school theme 
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CATECHISM CORNER 
The ten commandments summarize 

God’s law—commands for all people. 

The Apostles’ Creed summarizes the 

gospel, the good news of what the tri-

une God has done and continues to do 

for us. 

In the Apostles’ Creed, we confess the gospel truths 

in three sections, each section highlighting the work 

of one of the three persons of the Trinity: Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit. Each section of the creed is called 

an article. Each article tells us what one of the divine 

persons has done and is continuing to do for us. 

 

 On Wednesday, September 

30th, Pastor Proeber and I were 

able to join with our high school age 

students for our first gathering of 

the “new year.” Back on February 

23rd ideas were being put together 

for raising funds so that we would 

be able to attend the International 
Youth Rally in Knoxville, Tennessee 

which was scheduled to be held 

during the last week of June.  Plans 

were also being finalized for an ex-

citing evening of bowling at 5-Star 

lanes in Plover on March 19th!  Invi-

tations would be going out to other 

high school friends and relatives in 

anticipation of a larger group gath-

ering.  Of course, that would all 

have to be put on hold due to, you 

guessed it, COVID-19.  

Our reconvening began with a 

few pizzas from Kwik Trip since a 

number of our students had just 

made a “quick” return from volley-

ball/soccer practice at Northland 

Lutheran.  We followed that up by 

“chewing on” God’s Word as Pastor 

engaged our young people with a 

Godly view of the pandemic and 

many of its ramifications.   

 

 

 

 

Next, it was more snacking on 

chips, string cheese, and soda pro-

vided by Mr. Al Verjinsky (thank 

you!!!), while we began brainstorm-

ing some ideas for future events 

which we may undertake over the 

next several months.  The evening 

concluded as shuttlecocks were fly-

ing, rackets were making a lot of 

noise, and basketballs were bounc-

ing - as were the students and 

adults alike! Pastor Plagenz was also 

able to join us, at the conclusion of 

his BIC class, for a few hoop shoot-
ing competitions.  All in all we 

would have to say it was a very suc-

cessful evening of fellowship and 

fun.   

Finally, just a reminder that any 

and all of our high school age stu-

dents are more than welcome to 

attend our future gatherings. We 

are already “carving out” plans to 

meet on Saturday, October 24th at 

5:00 p.m. to see how creative we 

can be with pumpkins!  Until then…
may the Lord continue to bless our 

young people in their daily walk 

with their Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ!! † 

SPYS:  UP AND RUNNING AGAIN!  
By Staff Minister Randy Pahl 

A CLOSER LOOK 
A creed is a statement that expresses what people    

believe and teach. The Apostles’ Creed wasn’t written 

by the apostles, but it is a statement that expresses the 

truths taught by the apostles.  It can be traced back to 

the third century. 

Two other Christian creeds have played an important 

part in the history of the Christian church.  When false 

teachings arose within the Christian church, God’s  

people needed to confess the truth and avoid the er-

rors. The Nicene Creed (adopted in A.D. 325) and the 

Athanasian Creed (written about A.D. 500) were written 

to defend the truth of what the Bible teaches about God. 

Most of our worship services include the confession of 

one of these creeds as an expression of our faith. 

- Luther’s Catechism © 2017 NPH 
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Have you hesitated to participate or 

serve on a board or committee be-

cause you don’t know what to expect 

or what you’re committing to? Sitting 

in on a meeting is a great way to 

learn what each board or committee 

does. All monthly board and council 

meetings are open to anyone. Come 
and see firsthand what serving could look like for 

you! 

To better streamline meeting schedules, be-

ginning in November all boards and committees 

will meet at 6:30 p.m. on the first Tuesday of each 

month. Everyone will begin together in the sanctu-

ary for 20 minutes of Bible study as a group. This 

allows the entire leadership of St. Paul’s to grow 

together in God’s Word. Following the devotion, 5-

10 minutes will be available to make announce-

ments or ask questions while everyone is present. 

This allows for better communication between all 
the different boards and committees within the con-

gregation. 

After the joint session, boards and committees 

will divide up to hold individual meetings to com-

plete their usual business. After each meeting is 

finished, that group is free to go. The whole leader-

ship will not reconvene. Here are the meeting loca-

tions for each group. 

With all these groups meeting simultaneously, the 

pastoral staff will rotate through the different boards and 

committees, attending a portion of each meeting. If there 

is discussion that requires pastoral input, boards will save 

those items until pastoral staff is present. Below are the 

board assignments and rotations for each staff member. 

UNIFIED MEETING NIGHT 
by Pastor Plagenz 

Due to my recent surgery, I have received many 

get well wishes and prayers. I thank God every day 

for my family as well as my church family at St. 

Paul’s. You are much appreciated. 

Joyce Camacho 

Elders Resource Center 

Lutheran Education Math Room (Old Bible Study Room) 

Outreach Family Room 

Fellowship Cafeteria 

Properties Office Work Room 

Family Ministry SPYs Room 

Worship Sanctuary 

Additionally, at 6:30 p.m. on the third Tuesday of 

each month, the council will meet to complete their usual 

business. This meeting, too, is open for all to at-

tend. Please contact the church office with any questions, 

comments, or concerns. † 

Pastor Proeber Pastor Plagenz Mr. Pahl 

Elders 
Fellowship 
Worship 

Elders 
Outreach 
Lutheran Education 

Elders 
Properties 
Family Ministry 

Thank you for sponsoring the October 1st meal at The 

Neighborhood Table. We served 128 meals for take-out 

customers. The menu was baked ham, creamed potatoes, 

creole-style green beans, pineapple chunks in tapioca 

pudding and desserts. 

Our guests, the board members and all the volunteers for 

The Neighborhood Table appreciate your continued sup-

port and hope to work with you in person next year. 

Thank you again for sponsoring the meal on October 1st. 

Mary Arnold 

Meal Coordinator 

Our freewill offering to this ministry was $571. 

IN THE MAILBOX 

Your pill bottles could improve  

medical care in developing   

countries. Look for the drop box 

and more information across       

from the mailboxes. 
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Current Expenses 

 In memory of Rachel Schroeder 

given by Barb Manz,  Terry & 
Helen McAuley, Ryan & Kristin 

Rugroden, Gerald Pundt, Mari-

lyn Foley, Marla Mueller, Steph-

anie Bathke 

 In memory of Betty Prebbanow 

given by Mary Jane Abbott, Ter-

ry & Helen McAuley, Stephanie 

Bathke 

 In memory of her friend, Ade-

laide “Heidi” Jensen, who 

passed away in August, given 

by Inge Johnson 

Cheerful Givers 

 In memory of Rachel Schroeder 

given by Rob & Sue Lipke, 

Kathy Jackson, Kathy Braun, 

Anita Simenson 

 In memory of Doris Wesener 

given by Kathy Jackson 

SPECIAL GIFTS AND MEMORIALS 
Through October 18, 2020 

A NOTE ON MEMBERSHIP  

Below is a list of members who have been chronically 

absent from worship and participation in the Lord’s 

Supper for three years or more. This list was also pub-

lished in March. Many of them have moved out of the 

area. If we do not hear from them by the end of 2020, 
the Board of Elders will recommend their removal 

from membership. However, we would be happy to 

see them return and their membership can be re-

instated, if they do. If you have any information you 

wish to share regarding these members, please con-

tact one of our pastoral staff.  

Cathleen Ahles, Jamie Anderson, Jesse Anderson, 

Melissa Anderson (children Lincoln & Brady), Mike & 

Chrissy Aumann (child Sophie), Emma Bertotto, Eric 

Bushmaker, Thomas & Sheri Clasen (children Made-

line, Anna, Clara, & Jace), Dennis Davis, Mary Beth  
Derezinski, DeeAnn Drexler, Thomas Duncan, Joseph 

Gasch (child Easton), Scott Gasch, Rick Gumz, Sally 

Hafermann, Amanda Hansford, Justin Hansford,   

 In memory of Betty Prebbanow 

given by Kathy Jackson 

 In honor of their anniversary 

given by Terry & Sandy Krause 

Mortgage 

 In memory of Betty Prebbanow 

given by Linda Lucht, John 
Lucht, Mark & Hilde Henkel, 

Nona Henke,  Robert Stake, 

Anita Simenson 

 In memory of Rachel Schroeder 

given by Nona Henke, Robert 

Stake, Lavern & Delores Becker, 

Mark & Hilde Henkel, Judy 

Lubeck, Elaine Martin 

School  

 In memory of Betty Prebbanow 

given by Vernon & Betty Meyer 

 In memory of Rachel Schroeder 

given by Larry & Veronica 

Klish, Vernon & Betty Meyer 

 

St. Paul’s Student Assistance 

Fund 

 In memory of Rachel Schroeder 

given by Edna & Faith Haferman 

 In memory of Collier Whitehead 

given by Edna & Faith Haferman 

 In memory of Ruth Just given by 

Edna & Faith Haferman 

 In memory of Michael Walton 

given by Edna Haferman 

Pastor Teacher Assistance Fund 

 In memory of Betty Prebbanow 

given by Edna & Faith Haferman 

 In memory of Rachel Schroeder 

given by Bob & Katie Schalow 

Endowment Fund 

 In memory of Betty Prebbanow 

given by Mike & Judy Anderson 

 In memory of Rachel Schroeder 
given by Mike & Judy Anderson 

Scott Heineck, Amber Hetzel (child  

Davin), Aaron Hogan, Abigail Hogan,  

Adam & Amanda Hogan, Arnie & Anne  

Hogan (child Jule), Kurt Hoppe, Bryan  

Janke, Zachary Janke, Mesa Johnson,  

Wyatt Johnson, Laura Kane, Elizabeth Knoll,  

Ryan Leff, Wayne Malone, Ciara Manke (children Shelby 

& Landon), Misty Manke (children Rorie & Riley), Robert 
& Sue Ellen Manke, Crysta Marzofka, Maggie McAuley, 

Nickolas McAuley, Scott & Susan McAuley, Dena Meister 

(child Tyler), Bradley Meyer, Grant Meyer, Sarah 

Mikels, Derek Nelson, Nicholas Nelson, Christian Paape, 

Matt Peronto (children Jacob & Owen), Miles Peronto, 

David Petersen, Tony & Kathy Rosling, Sierra Rowe,  

Laurie Rued (children Gavin & Jaden), Dana Schneider, 

Jayden Schneider, Travis Schneider, Megan Smolarek, 

Brian & Kathleen Sponable (child Matthew), Kyle Sweet, 

Sarah Terry, Jason Ryan & Michelle Vollert (child Ryan), 

Emily Wittrock, and Colette Zimmerman. † 
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Pastor Lucas Proeber · 989-780-3184 · pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org 

Pastor Peter Plagenz · 920-689-3036· pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org 

Upcoming Events 

Nov. 7 & 8 ~ Bake & Craft Sale 

Nov. 10 ~ Voters’ Meeting 

Nov. 25 ~ Thanksgiving Worship at 4:00 & 6:30PM 

Nov. 26 ~ Community Thanksgiving Dinner 

St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church 
311 14th Ave S 
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495-2402 
 
 
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 


